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and he prepared a *' Manual of Useful Stud-
ies."    All of these books had friends and
enemies, and one of the most energetic of
the latter, Lyman Cobb, published " a Crit-
ical Eeview of the Orthography of Dr. Web-
ster's Series of Books for Systematick In-
struction in the English Language," which,
in spite of some injustice and much quib-
bling, is a most searching and exhaustive
commentary on Webster's weaknesses.   The
contest over Webster's Dictionary, however,
did not assume great proportions until after
the publication of Worcester's Dictionary,
which afforded Webster's opponents a flag
about which they could rally.    The war of
the  dictionaries occurred after Webster's
death, and it is not within the province of
this sketch to enter upon that military cam-
paign.   Within Webster's own life-time a
revision of the Dictionary appeared in 1840-
1841, and he was at work upon a further
revision when he died in 1843.

Our study of Webster has easily led us
away from Webster's personal history, ex-
cept so far as this has illustrated social,
literary, and historical movements. There
are still living those who, as young men,